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 The FRA2001 Machine 
 
When unpacking the carton, be sure to locate the following items in addition to the machine itself: 
 
   �$�O�O�H�Q���Z�U�H�Q�F�K�H�V�������������´�����������´�������������´�������������´ 
   Framon Software CD-ROM 
     Or 
   Laptop Computer with installed software 
    
NOTE: The machine and computer should be plugged into some type of surge suppressor. Warranties on the 
machine and computer are void if surge suppressors are not used! 
 
Machine Controls 
 
The FRA2001 is completely computer-driven; there are only two switches on the machine that control operation. 
 
The switches are located on the front panel of the machine, and are mounted in a vertical position.  
 
The Main switch controls power to the entire machine. If the switch is in the On position, the machine will receive 
commands from an attached computer, the Spindle switch will have power, and the servo motors will be able to 
turn. 
 
The Spindle switch controls power to the spindle motor, and therefore, the cutting wheel. It overrides the Main 
power switch, so that the machine may have power, but the cutter will still not turn. This plays an important role 
when changing cutters, and also serves as a safety feature. 
 
Safety Features 
 
The FRA2001 has two power switches and a spring loaded cutting head. If you ever encounter a problem with the 
machine while cutting a key, you can exercise any of the following options: 
 
1. Turn off the Spindle switch. This will cause the cutter to stop turning, even though the vise and cutting head will 
still move. 
2. Turn off the Main switch. This will cause all machine operations to cease. You will then need to cycle the Main 
�V�Z�L�W�F�K���W�Z�L�F�H���W�R���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�H���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�¶�V���E�X�I�I�H�U�����1�H�[�W�����W�K�H���P�R�W�R�U�V���P�X�V�W���E�H���K�R�P�H�G�����<�R�X���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���Kave to exit the program 
�D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W���L�W���D�J�D�L�Q�����6�H�H���S�D�J�H���������³�$�V�V�L�J�Q�L�Q�J���D���&�2�0���3�R�U�W���D�Q�G���7�H�V�W�L�Q�J���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´. 
3. Push the cutting head of the machine towards the back of the machine. The cutting head is spring-loaded, and will 
compress back towards the home position, and prevent the cutter from touching the key. 
 
NOTE: Please become familiar with the location of the two switches before operating the machine. 
 
Using The FRA2001 For The First Time 
 
If you have not installed the software, please see page 3, Program Installation. Once installed, return to this page to 
set the machine up. 
 
The following instructions should be followed very carefully. Damage to your computer may result if these steps are 
not strictly adhered to. 
 
1. Make sure your computer is off. If you have a SUSPEND function on your computer, start the machine up, and use 
SHUT DOWN instead of SUSPEND. 
2. Once the computer is turned off, plug in the FRA2001 into an outlet with some type of surge suppressor.  
 
3. Make sure the Main switch on the FRA2001 is in the OFF position. Plug the 9-pin serial cable into any available 
COM port on your computer. Use the screws provided in the plug portion of the cable to secure the cable in place. 
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4. Turn on your computer. If you need to load Windows, do so now.  
 
5. Turn the Main switch of the FRA2001 on. The switch should light up.  
 
6.Click on the FRA2001 icon to start the program. 
 
7. The main screen of the program should now be on the display, unless you have not registered your program yet. If 
you need an unlock code, you will need to call Framon for one. Follow the on-screen instructions to contact us & 
unlock your program. If you have already registered your program, you are ready to check the communications & 
machine settings...please continue! 
 
Assigning a COM Port and Testing Communications 
 
NOTE: If you purchased your machine with a computer, your COM port will already be set. You may skip 
this section. 
 
Once you have the main screen up, choose Machine by either clicking on the button with the mouse or holding 
down the ALT  key and pressing the N key. This will take you into the machine settings screen (you must first log-
onto the program).  
 
�2�Q�F�H���W�K�H�U�H�����V�H�O�H�F�W���W�K�H���³Communication�´���E�X�W�W�R�Q�����7�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���L�W�H�P���W�R���V�H�W���L�V���W�K�H��COM port. Typically COM 1 or COM 2 
wil l be used, and COM 1 is the default. If your serial cable is plugged into a different communications port, select it 
from the drop-down menu.  
 
NOTE: �%�H���V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³Main�´���V�Z�L�W�F�K���R�Q���W�K�H��FRA2001���L�V���L�Q���W�K�H���³On�´���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q and is lit up. 
 
Once this is done, click on the Test Communications button. Pay attention to the red status bar below the directory 
buttons. If the communications port has been selected properly, you should hear both motors activate. If the red 
�V�W�D�W�X�V���E�D�U���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���³THE FRA-2001 IS NOT RESPONDING! �´���W�X�U�Q���W�K�H��Main power switch off and back on and 
click on the Test Communications button again.  
 
If this does not remedy the problem, an incorrect COM port selection is most likely the reason. Use the drop-down 
menu to change the COM port. If problems communicating persist, double check the connection between the 
FRA2001 and the computer and assure that everything is secure. If this does not take care of the problem, contact 
Framon Manufacturing Company at (989) 354-5623. 
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Program Installation 
 
If you purchased your machine with a laptop computer, your software is already installed. Bypass this section. 
Note: The FRA2001 Code Cutting System requires a validation code the first time the 
program is installed. Install the program as directed below. You will need to contact us for 
a validation code. At that time, we will register the product in your name for future 
updates. We will require your address, phone number, and from whom you purchased the 
product. Our hours are Monday thru Friday, 8:00 am �± 4:30 pm Eastern time.  
 
Installing The Program From CD 
Windows 95 & 98 
 
You must know your CD drive letter to perform the installation. For our example, we will use drive D for the 
installation. 
 
To install the programs, click on Start, and then���5�X�Q�« 
 
In the dialog box, type: 
 
D:\dbsetup.exe to install the common database (required for FRA2001 program) 
 
D:\frasetup.exe to install the FRA2001 program. Follow the on-screen prompts. 
 
The code database is located in a directory named Codes. Open this folder and run the setup.exe program to install 
the code database.  
 
We suggest you accept all default directories & drives for easiest installation. 
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The FRA2001 Software 

 
Pre-set Passwords / Logging On 
The FRA2001 Code Cutting System uses passwords for Log-On procedures and configuring the program. To Log-
on to either program, simply click on Log-on, be sure that the Counter setting is shown, and click OK. No password 
is needed to log-on. If you prefer to use the keyboard, simply press the Enter button three times and you will be 
logged on. 
 
To enter the Configure section of the software, the master password is FRAMON (must be in all capital letters). The 
master password can be changed in the Configure section (see Configure section). 
 
Opening Screen 

 
Options available at this screen: 

�·� Manufacturers Section* 
�·� Codes Section* 
�·� History* 
�·� Machine* 
�·� Hints On/Off 
�·� Log-On/Off 
�·� Key Blank X-Ref 
�·� Configure 
�·� Exit Program 

*-only available when logged on 
 

At the opening screen, you can enter any of the four major sections of 
the software (Manufacturers, Codes, History, Machine). You can also 
use the key blank cross- reference, Configure the program, turn Hints 
on or off, or Exit the Program. 

 
Configuring the Program 

 
The Configure section allows you to���³�F�X�V�W�R�P�L�]�H�´��
the program for your own needs. To enter the 
Configure section, click on the Configure button at 
the bottom of the screen. You will be prompted to 
enter a password. The default password is 
FRAMON (all capital letters). Type in the password 
and press the Enter key or click on OK. 
 
The Configure section gives you many options. 
From the upper left down, the options are: 
Metric Mode: Place a checkmark in the box to view 
key information in millimeters instead of inches. 
Keep User Log: Check this box if you wish to keep 
a user log of who has used the machine when (used 
in conjunction with various users with different 
passwords). 
Record Blank Usage: Check this box if you wish to 
let the software keep track of blanks that have been 
cut on the machine. 
Displayed Key Blank: Use the drop-down list to 

choose the blank that you use most regularly in your business. 




